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(57) ABSTRACT

Disclosed are an apparatus and method of cell-based path
planning for a mobile body and a computer-readable record-
ing medium storing the method therein. The method includes
receiving a configuration space including a start point and a
goal point of the mobile body and position information of
obstacles, determining a search order of the obstacles located
in the configuration space, performing cell decomposition by
repeatedly connecting a vertex of one of the obstacles to a
vertex of another obstacle according to the determined search
order, and performing cell decomposition by making an
extended line from each of non-connected vertices in a direc-
tion of dividing vertical angle of each of the non-connected
vertices into two.
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FIG. 3

Receive configuration space including start point and goal N3m
point of mobile body and position information of obstacles
Determine search order of obstacles /\/320
located within configuration space
Perform cell decomposition by repeatedly 330
connecting vertex of obstacle to vertex of another -~
obstacle according to determined search order
Perform cell decomposition by making extended line 310
from each of non—connected vertices in direction of L
dividing vertical angle of each of non—connected into two

End
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FIG. 4

If vertex of second obstacle located nearest to vertex of 331
first obstalce is present within vertical angle of vertex of first |~/
obstacle, connect vertex of first obstacle to vertex of
second obstacle

'

Connect vertex of third obstacle to vertex of fourth 332
obstalce located nearest to vertex of third obstacle L
within vertical angle of vertex of third obstacle among
vertices which are not connected

End
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FIG. 6
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FIG.7

FIG. 8

Start

Divide vertical angle of each of non—connected vertices
into two from each of non—connected vertices

:

Make extended line from vertex of interest whose vertical
angle is divided into two to decomposing line, obstacle
of boundary line of configuration space, which is
located nearest to vertex of interest in direction of
dividing vertical angle of vertex of interest

End

341

342



U.S. Patent Aug. 25, 2015 Sheet 7 of 11 US 9,116,523 B2

FIG. 9
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FIG. 12a

N : The total number of polygons

Ki : The total number of vertexes of polygon (i=1 ~ N)

V Vertex L :Line

Vs : The vertex have shortest pass from V

U : The total set of vertex

P:Thearrayof vertex (P={Vij| 1<=i<=N, 1<=j<=Ki})
S1, 82, S3 : The list of vertex that is used in each step
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1
APPARATUS AND METHOD OF CELL-BASED
PATH PLANNING FOR MOBILE BODY

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims priority under 35 U.S.C. §119 to
Korean Patent Application No. 10-2011-0017375, filed on
Feb. 25, 2011, in the Korean Intellectual Property Office, the
disclosure of which is incorporated herein by reference in its
entirety.

BACKGROUND

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to an apparatus and method of
cell-based path planning for a mobile body. More specifically,
the present invention relates to an apparatus and method of
path planning for such a mobile body as a robot to travel from
a given start point to a given goal point while avoiding
obstacles encountered within a specific space using position
information, and a computer-readable recording medium
storing the method therein.

2. Description of Related Art

Robots have been developed to replace human labor as a
part of factory automation in industrial applications and have
been also employed to perform dangerous tasks in extreme
environments humans cannot endure. With the recent devel-
opment of robot technologies, the robots are found not only in
industrial applications but in medical applications, household
appliances, educational applications, and deep-sea or space
exploration. For such a mobile body to have the capability to
move around and automatically perform tasks without human
control, the most fundamental and essential factor is a path-
finding mechanism which is configured for the mobile body
to efficiently travel around. That is, the mobile body equipped
with the path-finding mechanism may automatically move
along the searched route.

On the other hand, the mobile body needs a map for a
motion space to perform tasks within the motion space. In
order to make the map for amotion space, an algorithm for the
map is further needed. For example, a wall-following algo-
rithm may be used to find the entire configuration of the
motion space, or active simultaneous localization and map-
ping (SLAM) may be employed to perform path planning.
After the map is completed, coverage path planning may be
additionally needed for the mobile body to fully cover the
entire motion space within the map.

Cell decomposition has been widely used as a path plan-
ning method for a given map. The cell decomposition decom-
poses a specific space into cells where a mobile body com-
pletes a task in one of the cells and moves to another cell. The
mobile body may use a grid map which is a two-dimensional
(2D) map for an environment using an IR sensor, an ultrasonic
sensor, or a laser sensor.

In general, the absolute position of the mobile body may be
determined using a global positioning system (GPS) or a
beacon equipped with an ultrasonic sensor and installed in a
working environment. The relative position of the mobile
body may be determined by obtaining rotation speed and
translation speed from an encoder and calculating the inte-
gration of the rotation speed and translation speed or by
calculating the double integration of an acceleration value
obtained from an accelerator sensor.
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However, the motion performance of the mobile body is
determined depending mainly on how the mobile body makes
an efficient path planning.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention is directed to an apparatus and
method for improving path search performance of a mobile
body through an improved path planning configured to mini-
mize an excessive number of cells due to cell decomposition
performed in a single decomposing direction for path plan-
ning.

According to an aspect of the present invention, there is
provided a path planning method for a mobile body including
receiving a configuration space including a start point and a
goal point of the mobile body and position information of
obstacles, determining a search order of the obstacles located
in the configuration space, performing cell decomposition by
repeatedly connecting a vertex of one of the obstacles to a
vertex of another obstacle according to the determined search
order, and performing cell decomposition by making an
extended line from each of non-connected vertices in a direc-
tion of dividing vertical angle of each of the non-connected
vertices into two.

The performing of cell decomposition by repeatedly con-
necting a vertex of one of the obstacles to a vertex of another
obstacle may include connecting a vertex of a first obstacle to
a vertex of a second obstacle located nearest to the vertex of
the first obstacle if the vertex of the second obstacle is present
within vertical angle of the vertex of the first obstacle using
the position information, and connecting a vertex of a third
obstacle to a vertex of a fourth obstacle located nearest to the
vertex of the third obstacle within vertical angle of the vertex
of the third obstacle using the position information among
vertices which are not connected.

The performing of cell decomposition by making an
extended line may include dividing vertical angle of each of
the non-connected vertices into two from each of the non-
connected vertices, and making an extended line from each of
the non-connected vertices to adecomposing line, an obstacle
oraboundary line ofthe configuration space, which is located
nearest to each of the non-connected vertices in the direction
of dividing the vertical angle of each of the non-connected
vertices into two, using the position information.

According to another aspect of the present invention, there
is provided a computer-readable recording medium recording
aprogram for implementing the above-mentioned method on
a computer.

According to still another aspect of the present invention,
there is provided a path planning apparatus for a mobile body,
including a storage configured to receive and store a configu-
ration space including a start point and a goal point of the
mobile body and position information of obstacles, and a
processor configured to plan a search path for the mobile body
based on the configuration space stored in the storage. Fur-
thermore, the processor may include a search order determi-
nation unit configured to determine a search order of
obstacles located in the configuration space, and a cell
decomposition unit configured to perform cell decomposition
by repeatedly connecting a vertex of an obstacle to a vertex of
another obstacle in the determined search order and by mak-
ing an extended line from each of non-connected vertices in a
direction of dividing vertical angle of each of the non-con-
nected vertices into two.

The cell decomposition unit may perform cell decomposi-
tion by connecting a vertex of a first obstacle to a vertex of a
second obstacle located nearest to the vertex of the first
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obstacle if the vertex of the second obstacle is present within
vertical angle of the vertex of the first obstacle using the
position information, and for the non-connected vertices, the
cell decomposition unit may perform cell decomposition by
connecting a vertex of a third obstacle to a vertex of a fourth
obstacle located nearest to the vertex of the third obstacle if
the vertex of the fourth obstacle is located within vertical
angle of the vertex of the third obstacle using the position
information.

The cell decomposition unit may perform cell decomposi-
tion by dividing vertical angle of each of the non-connected
vertices into two from each of the non-connected vertices, and
making an extended line from each of the non-connected
vertices to a decomposing line, an obstacle or a boundary line
of'the configuration space, which is located nearest to each of
the non-connected vertices in the direction of dividing the
vertical angle of each of the non-connected vertices into two,
using the position information.

Other features will become apparent to those skilled in the
art from the following detailed description, which, taken in
conjunction with the attached drawings, discloses exemplary
embodiments of the invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 illustrates cells generated between a start point and
a goal point when cell decomposition is performed only in a
single decomposing direction within a configuration space.

FIG. 2 illustrates a basic concept of path planning within a
configuration space according to exemplary embodiments of
the present invention.

FIG. 3 is a flow chart illustrating a path planning method
for a mobile body according to an exemplary embodiment of
the present invention.

FIG. 4 is a flow chart illustrating cell decomposition
through vertex connection which is one of operations per-
formed in the path planning method of FIG. 3.

FIGS. 5 and 6 illustrate cell decomposition through vertex
connection which is performed in two steps in the path plan-
ning method of FIG. 3.

FIG. 7 illustrates a method of improving path planning
performance when a vertex has two decomposing lines in a
path planning method according to a further embodiment of
the present invention.

FIG. 8 illustrates a flow chart illustrating cell decomposi-
tion through an extension line which is one of operations
performed in the path planning method shown in FIG. 3
according to an exemplary embodiment of the present inven-
tion.

FIG. 9 illustrates cell decomposition through an extension
line which is performed subsequent to FIGS. 5 and 6 in the
path planning method of FIG. 3.

FIG. 10 is a block diagram of a path planning apparatus for
amobile body according to an exemplary embodiment of the
present invention.

FIGS. 11a and 1154 illustrate a path planning method
according to the present embodiment and a conventional path
planning method through cell decomposition performed in a
single decomposing direction.

FIGS. 12ato 12¢ illustrate computer readable pseudo-code
for implementing the path planning method for a mobile body
according to an exemplary embodiment of the present inven-
tion.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

Prior to the explanation of exemplary embodiments of the
invention, environments and basic concepts for the present
embodiments will be introduced.
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A configuration space is an important concept for path
planning for a mobile body. Mobile bodies have different
shapes, which causes the mobile bodies to have different path
planning algorithms although the mobile bodies have the
same start and goal points on a map. The configuration space
may be a solution to this problem. The configuration space
allows a mobile body to be identified as a single point regard-
less of the mobile body’s shape by extending obstacles
present in a space based on the shape and motion mechanism
of the mobile body. The number of dimensions of the con-
figuration space is identical to the number of degrees of
freedom of the mobile body. A configuration obstacle refers
to an obstacle which is virtually expanded in size on the
configuration space. The configuration space and the configu-
ration obstacle serve as basic concepts for a path planning
algorithm configured to allow the mobile body to find a col-
lision-free path.

Cell decomposition is a representative path algorithm for
an autonomous mobile robot which employs the configura-
tion space. Specifically, the cell decomposition is an algo-
rithm configured to decompose the entire environment into
cells according to a specific standard, to represent the cells as
points of a graph, and to select some of the cells to generate a
motion path of a mobile body. Conventional cell decomposi-
tion is performed with a fixed decomposing direction. That is,
a space is decomposed into cells in a single decomposing
direction according to the conventional cell decomposition.

FIG. 1illustrates cells between a start point and a goal point
when cell decomposition is performed only in a single
decomposing direction within a configuration space. Refer-
ring to FIG. 1, the cell decomposition is performed only in a
vertical direction to make eleven (11) decomposing lines
between a start point 110 and a goal point 120.

However, it can be seen from FIG. 1 that the cell decom-
position may be performed with fewer decomposing lines
than with single-direction decomposing lines. Moreover,
when a cell decomposition algorithm is performed with a
vertical decomposing line or a horizontal decomposing line, it
is not guaranteed that the number of cells generated with the
vertical decomposing line is the same as the number of cells
generated with the horizontal decomposing line. Further-
more, a fewer number of cells may be generated according to
the direction of decomposing lines. It should be understood
that a reduced number of cells may lead to improved path
planning performance.

Accordingly, if the cell decomposition is supposed to be
performed with such a mechanical algorithm, the cell decom-
position has to be configured to facilitate the operation and
ensure improved path planning performance. The following
embodiments of the invention describe improved cell decom-
position algorithms configured to reduce the number of cells.
Specifically, the improved cell decomposition is configured
to generate a fewer number of cells than the conventional cell
decomposition by making decomposing lines with a variety
of decomposing directions rather than with a single decom-
posing direction for vertices of configuration obstacles when
path planning for an autonomous mobile robot has to be made
on a map where obstacles formed of polygonal shapes are
present.

FIG. 2 illustrates a basic concept of path planning within a
configuration space according to exemplary embodiments of
the present invention. As described above, the present
embodiments are directed to decomposing the entire space
into fewer cells than conventional cell decomposition.

As discussed above, the conventional cell decomposition
algorithm is configured to decompose a space into cells with
single-direction decomposing lines which pass through ver-
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tices of obstacles located within the space. This may result in
two decomposing lines which pass through a single vertex of
the obstacle. In this case, more cells may be generated in the
configuration space than when a single decomposing line
passes through a single vertex of the obstacle. Therefore, it
can be seen that a single decomposing line passing through a
single vertex of an obstacle may result in fewer cells than two
or more decomposing lines passing through a single vertex of
the obstacle.

On the other hand, the cell is preferably formed of a convex
polygon shape. Otherwise, a search path connecting mid-
points of the decomposing lines may be blocked by obstacles
within the space. Accordingly, as illustrated in FIG. 2, a
decomposing line formed at a vertex of an obstacle has to be
present within vertical angle 6 of the vertex (cone) of the
obstacle so that the cell may be formed of a convex polygon
shape. In this case, a concave vertex of the obstacle is not
considered as a vertex of interest where a decomposing line is
formed, since the concave vertex is considered a convex ver-
tex when viewed from the cell.

The decomposing line formed at the vertex of the obstacle
is preferably connected to a vertex of another obstacle located
nearest to the vertex of the obstacle to prevent the decompos-
ing line from intersecting other decomposing lines so that the
number of decomposing lines may be reduced. In this case,
the decomposing line at the vertex of the obstacle preferably
falls within vertical angle of the vertex of the other obstacle
since no more decomposing line has to be formed at the vertex
of the other obstacle.

Accordingly, it is preferable that a vertex of each of
obstacles of interest for cell decomposition has an acute angle
and a cell is formed of a convex polygon shape so that a
connection between vertices may be made within the vertical
angle of each of the vertices. It should be understood that
there are no limitations on the decomposing angle and
decomposing direction for the cell decomposition. Exem-
plary embodiments of the invention will be described in detail
with reference to the accompanying drawings. The same ele-
ments are denoted by the same reference numerals through-
out the drawings and the detailed description.

FIG. 3 is a flow chart illustrating a path planning method
for a mobile body according to an exemplary embodiment of
the present invention. The path planning method includes the
following operations 310, 320, 330 and 340.

In operation 310, a configuration space including start and
goal points of a mobile body and position information of
obstacles is input. The configuration space may be generated
according to a variety of position information representation
methods, such as a grid map. The configuration space may be
input to the path planning apparatus in an electronic format of
data. A detailed description of the configuration space may
deviate from the scope of the present embodiment and is thus
omitted herein.

In operation 320, the search order of obstacles present
within the configuration space is determined. The search may
be performed from the top-left corner to the bottom-right
corner or in any other manners.

In operation 330, the cell decomposition is performed by
repeatedly connecting a vertex of an obstacle to a vertex of
another obstacle in the order determined in the operation 310.
This operation may be performed in two steps, which will be
described in detail with reference to FIG. 4.

In operation 340, the cell decomposition is performed by
making an extension line from each of vertices, which are not
connected in the previous operations, in a direction of divid-
ing into two the vertical angle of each of the vertices. This
operation will be described in detail with reference to FIG. 8.
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FIG. 4 is a flow chart illustrating the operation 330 in more
detail in the path planning method of FIG. 3 according to an
exemplary embodiment of the present invention. That is, the
operation 330 is subdivided into the following two opera-
tions.

In operation 331, if it is determined using the position
information that a vertex of a second obstacle located nearest
to a vertex of a first obstacle is located within the vertical
angle of the vertex of the first obstacle, a decomposing line is
made by connecting the vertex of the first obstacle with the
vertex of the second obstacle. That is, the operation 331 is
performed as follows: distances between a vertex of an
obstacle of interest and a vertex of each of the other obstacles
are calculated; a vertex of one of the obstacles located nearest
to the vertex of the obstacle of interest is found from the
calculation result; a decomposing line is made to decompose
the space into cells if the found vertex falls within the vertical
angle of the vertex of the obstacle of interest.

In operation 332, the cell decomposition is performed on
vertices which are not connected in the operation 331. Spe-
cifically, a decomposing line is made by connecting a vertex
of a third obstacle to a vertex of a fourth obstacle which is
located nearest to the vertex of the third obstacle and is
present within the vertical angle of the vertex of the third
obstacle using the position information. That is, the operation
332 is performed as follows: for vertices where decomposing
lines were not made in operation 331, distances between a
vertex of an obstacle of interest and a vertex of each of other
obstacles are calculated; it is determined from a shorter one of
decomposing lines made between the vertex of the obstacle of
interest and the vertex of each of the other obstacles if there is
any decomposing line which falls within vertical angle of the
vertex of the obstacle of interest; if any decomposing line is
determined to fall within the vertical angle of the vertex ofthe
obstacle of interest, a decomposing line is generated therebe-
tween.

FIGS. 5 and 6 illustrate the two operations of FIG. 4 in a
sequential manner in the path planning method of FIG. 3. In
the accompanying drawings, the letters ‘S’ and ‘G’ denote
‘start point” and ‘goal point’, respectively, and aboundary line
surrounding each obstacle indicates a configuration obstacle
which is generated considering the shape of a mobile body.

The cell decomposition in FIG. 5 is as follows: a vertex of
a second obstacle located nearest to a vertex of a first obstacle
is searched using the position information; it is determined
using the position information whether the vertex of the sec-
ond obstacle is present within the vertical angle of the vertex
of the first obstacle; the vertex of the first obstacle is selec-
tively connected to the vertex of the second obstacle accord-
ing to the determination result.

Referring to FIG. 5, a bold line drawn between the con-
figuration obstacles indicates a decomposing line after the
operation 331 ofthe cell decomposition is completed. A small
circle at the end of the decomposing line indicates a decom-
posing direction of the decomposing line where the decom-
posing direction is directed to the small circle. Another small
circle in the middle of the decomposing line indicates a point
of a graph. The point may be located at a midpoint of the
decomposing line but may be determined considering a posi-
tional relation between the decomposing lines.

The cell decomposition in FIG. 6 is as follows: for vertices
which are not connected in the operation of FIG. 5, vertices
located within the vertical angle of a vertex of a third obstacle
are searched using the position information; distances
between the vertex of the third obstacle and each of the
searched vertices are calculated; the vertex of the third
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obstacle is connected to a vertex of a fourth obstacle located
nearest to the vertex of the third obstacle based on the calcu-
lated distance information.

Referring to FIG. 6, new decomposing lines are shown in
addition to the decomposing lines shown in F1G. 5. These new
lines indicate decomposing lines after the operation 332 is
completed.

Two additional embodiments will be described to further
reduce the number of cells in the two operations 331 and 332
of cell decomposition.

In one embodiment, if a decomposing line connecting a
vertex of interest and another vertex to be present within the
vertical angle of the vertex of interest also falls within the
vertical angle of the other vertex, no more decomposing line
has to be generated at either the vertex of interest or the other
vertex. This is because another decomposing line is no more
needed at the other vertex if the decomposing line connecting
the vertex of interest and the other vertex falls within the
vertical angle of the other vertex although the decomposing
line is not generated from the other vertex.

In short, if a decomposing line made between two vertices
is determined to be present within the vertical angles of each
of'the two vertices, each of the two vertices may be no longer
considered as a vertex of interest for cell decomposition.

In another embodiment, when a vertex of an obstacle has
two decomposing lines which are not located within the ver-
tical angle of the vertex, additional decomposing line is no
more needed at the vertex if an angle made by the vertex and
edges of each of polygons including the vertex and the two
decomposing lines is below 180°. That is, although the
decomposing lines are not located within the vertical angle of
the vertex, each of cells generated by the decomposing lines
may be formed of a convex polygon if the angle made by the
vertex and the edges of polygons including the vertex and the
decomposing lines is below 180°. This will be described with
reference to FIG. 7.

FIG. 7 illustrates a method of improving path planning
performance when a vertex has two decomposing lines in a
path planning method according to a further embodiment of
the present invention.

Referring to FIG. 7, two decomposing lines are extended
from a vertex of an obstacle 1 to obstacles 2 and 3. It can be
seen from FIG. 7 that although none of the decomposing lines
falls within the vertical angle 80, three cells adjacent to the
decomposing lines, i.e., three cells having angles of 61, 62
and 03, are formed of convex polygons.

In short, if it is determined using the position information
that two decomposing lines are drawn at a vertex of interest
and an angle made by the vertex of interest and the two
decomposing lines is below 180°, the vertex may be no longer
considered as a vertex of interest for cell decomposition.

FIG. 8 is a flow chart illustrating the operation 340 in more
detail in the path planning method of FIG. 3 according to an
exemplary embodiment of the present invention. In the fol-
lowing operations, the cell decomposition is performed on
vertices which are not connected in the above-mentioned
operations.

In operation 341, the vertical angle of each of vertices
which are not connected in the previous operations is divided
into two from each of the vertices.

In operation 342, cell decomposition is performed by mak-
ing an extended line from the vertex of interest whose vertical
angle is divided into two in the operation 341 to a decompos-
ing line, an obstacle or a boundary line of a configuration
space, which is located nearest to the vertex of interest in the
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decomposing direction. The extended line may be made to
divide the vertical angle in half, but may be made in any other
manners if necessary.

As described above, the operations 341 and 342 are per-
formed on the remaining vertices of obstacles with no decom-
posing lines. Specifically, in order to generate cells formed of
convex polygons, each of decomposing lines is made at the
non-connected remaining vertices of the obstacles in the
direction of dividing in half the vertical angle of each of the
non-connected vertices. In this case, the configuration space
is decomposed by extending the decomposing line to inter-
sect the boundary line of the configuration space, an edge of
another obstacle present within the configuration space, or a
decomposing line made to decompose the configuration
space. FIG. 9 is a resultant space after the operations 341 and
342 are completed.

FIG. 9 illustrates cell decomposition through an extended
line which is performed subsequent to FIGS. 5 and 6 in the
path planning method of FIG. 3. When compared to FIGS. 5§
and 6, FIG. 9 shows additional decomposing lines which are
extended to boundary lines of the configuration space or
edges of the other obstacles within the configuration space.

FIG. 10 1is a block diagram of a path planning apparatus for
amobile body according to an exemplary embodiment of the
present invention.

The path planning apparatus includes a storage 10 and a
processor 20 as main parts. The path planning apparatus
further includes a path searcher 30 for the mobile body to
easily search a path through the cell decomposition generated
by the processor 20. The storage 10, the processor 20 and the
path searcher 30 correspond to the operations described in
FIG. 3 and a detailed description thereof will thus be omitted.

The storage 10 is configured to receive and store the con-
figuration space including the start and goal points of the
mobile body and the position information of obstacles. This
corresponds to the operation 310 in FIG. 3.

The processor 20 is configured to plan a search path for the
mobile body based on the configuration space stored in the
storage 10. This corresponds to the operations 320 to 340 in
FIG. 3. The processor 20 includes a search order determina-
tion unit 21 and a cell decompositionunit 22. The search order
determination unit 21 is configured to determine the search
order of obstacles located in the configuration space. The cell
decomposition unit 22 is configured to perform cell decom-
position by repeatedly connecting a vertex of an obstacle to a
vertex of another obstacle in the determined search order and
by making an extended line from each of non-connected
vertices in the direction of dividing the vertical angle of each
of the non-connected vertices into two.

The cell decomposition unit 22 performs the cell decom-
position by connecting a vertex of a first obstacle to a vertex
of a second obstacle located nearest to the vertex of the first
obstacle if the vertex of the second obstacle is located within
the vertical angle of the vertex of the first obstacle using the
position information, and by connecting a vertex of a third
obstacle to a vertex of a fourth obstacle located nearest to the
vertex of the third obstacle within the vertical angle of the
vertex of the third obstacle using the position information
with respect to vertices which are not connected. The cell
decomposition unit 22 also performs cell decomposition by
dividing into two the vertical angle of each of the remaining
vertices at each of the remaining vertices which are not con-
nected and by making an extended line from each of the
vertices whose vertical angle is divided into two to a decom-
posing line, an obstacle or a boundary line of a configuration



US 9,116,523 B2

9

space, which is located nearest to each of the vertices in the
direction of dividing the vertical angle, using the position
information.

The path search unit 30 may search an optimal path by
connecting points from the cells generated by the processor
20. An optimal path search method may be performed by a
variety of path search algorithms, but a detailed description
thereof will be omitted since it may deviate from the scope of
the present invention.

FIGS. 11a and 115 illustrate the path planning method
according to the present embodiment and the conventional
path planning method through cell decomposition performed
in a single decomposing direction. [A] of FIG. 11a and [C] of
FIG. 115 illustrate cells generated according to the conven-
tional cell decomposition, and [B] of FIG. 11a and [D] of
FIG. 115 illustrate cells generated according to the present
embodiment.

It can be seen from FIGS. 11a and 115 that when compared
to the conventional cell decomposition, the cell decomposi-
tion according to the present embodiment may remarkably
reduce the number of cells for the same configuration space.
Specifically, [A] of FIG. 11a shows twenty-one (21) points
generated through the path planning while [B] of FIG. 11a
shows thirteen (13) points. Therefore, the number of points is
reduced by about 38% in the path planning method according
to the present embodiment. Further, [C] of FIG. 115 shows
fifty-five (55) points while [D] of FIG. 115 shows thirty (30)
points. Therefore, the number of points is reduced by about
45% in the path planning method according to the present
embodiment.

On the other hand, the present invention can be imple-
mented as computer readable code in a computer readable
recording medium.

FIGS. 12ato 12¢ illustrate computer readable pseudo-code
for implementing the path planning method for the mobile
body according to an exemplary embodiment of the present
invention. FIG. 12a illustrates variables used in the program.
FIG. 124 illustrates a process of determining the search order
of obstacles and a first method of connecting vertices of the
obstacles. FIG. 12¢ illustrates a second method of connecting
vertices of the obstacles and a process of cell decomposition
through an extended line.

The computer readable recording medium is intended to
include all types of recording media in which computer read-
able data are stored. Examples of such computer readable
recording media include ROMs, RAMs, CD-ROMSs, mag-
netic tapes, floppy disks, and optical data storages. Further,
the recording medium may be implemented in the form of a
carrier wave, such as Internet transmission. In addition, the
computer readable recording medium may be distributed to
computer systems over a network, in which computer read-
able code may be stored and executed in a distributed manner.
The computer readable functional programs, code and code
segments for implementing the present invention may be
easily inferred by computer programmers skilled in the art.

As apparent from the above description, it is possible to
reduce the number of cells by making decomposing lines
between vertices of obstacles with a variety of decomposing
angles and decomposing directions to perform cell decompo-
sition. In addition, the path planning can be performed with a
smallest number of cells. Since a method of finding a smallest
number of cells is NP-problem, a more efficient calculation
may be performed when compared to a case of considering all
events. As a result, it is possible to improve the path search
performance of the mobile body.

The present invention has been described herein with ref-
erence to the foregoing embodiments. Those skilled in the art
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will appreciate that the present invention may be practiced
otherwise than as specifically described herein without
changing the essential features of the present invention.
Therefore, it should be noted that the forgoing embodiments
are merely illustrative in all aspects and are not to be con-
strued as limiting the invention. The scope of the invention is
defined by the appended claims rather than the detailed
description of the invention. All modifications made within
the scope of the claims should be construed as falling within
the scope of the invention.

What is claimed is:

1. A path planning method for a mobile body having a path
finding mechanism, the path finding mechanism planning a
path for the mobile body according to a method comprising:

receiving a configuration space comprising a start point

and a goal point of the mobile body and position infor-
mation of obstacles, at least one of the obstacles having
a plurality of vertices;

determining a search order of the obstacles located in the

configuration space;

performing cell decomposition, using a processor, by

repeatedly connecting a vertex of one of the obstacles to
avertex of another obstacle according to the determined
search order; and

performing cell decomposition, using a processor, by mak-

ing an extended line from each of non-connected verti-
ces in a direction of dividing vertical angle of each of the
non-connected vertices into two.

2. The path planning method of claim 1, wherein the per-
forming of cell decomposition by repeatedly connecting a
vertex of one of the obstacles to a vertex of another obstacle
comprises:

connecting a vertex of a first obstacle to a vertex ofa second

obstacle located nearest to the vertex of the first obstacle
if the vertex of the second obstacle is present within
vertical angle of the vertex of the first obstacle using the
position information; and

connecting a vertex of a third obstacle to a vertex of a fourth

obstacle located nearest to the vertex of the third
obstacle within vertical angle of the vertex of the third
obstacle using the position information among vertices
which are not connected.

3. The path planning method of claim 2, wherein the con-
necting of a vertex of a first obstacle to a vertex of a second
obstacle comprises:

searching a vertex of a second obstacle located nearest to

the vertex of the first obstacle using the position infor-
mation;

determining if the vertex of the second obstacle is located

within the vertical angle ofthe vertex of the first obstacle
using the position information; and

selectively connecting the vertex of the first obstacle to the

vertex of the second obstacle according to the determi-
nation result.

4. The path planning method of claim 2, wherein the con-
necting of a vertex of a third obstacle to a vertex of a fourth
obstacle comprises:

searching all vertices present within vertical angle of a

vertex of a third obstacle, the vertex of the third obstacle
is among the vertices which are not connected using the
position information;
calculating distances between the vertex of the third
obstacle and each of the searched vertices; and

connecting the vertex of the third obstacle to the vertex of
the fourth obstacle located nearest to the vertex of the
third obstacle based on the calculated distance.
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5. The path planning method of claim 2, wherein if the
connection made between the vertices is determined to be
present within vertical angle of each of the vertices based on
the position information, the vertices are no longer consid-
ered as vertices to be further connected.

6. The path planning method of claim 2, wherein if it is
determined based on the position information that a vertex of
interest already has two connection lines to other vertices and
an angle made by the two connection lines and the vertex of
interest is below 180°, the vertex of interest is no longer
considered as a vertex to be further connected.

7. The path planning method of claim 1, wherein the per-
forming of cell decomposition by making an extended line
comprises:

dividing vertical angle of each of the non-connected verti-

ces into two from each of the non-connected vertices;
and

making an extended line from each of the non-connected

vertices to a decomposing line, an obstacle or a bound-
ary line of the configuration space, which is located
nearest to each of the non-connected vertices in the
direction of dividing the vertical angle of each of the
non-connected vertices into two, using the position
information.

8. The path planning method of claim 7, wherein the
extended line is made to divide the vertical angle in half.

9. The path planning method of claim 1, wherein the vertex
for cell decomposition has an acute angle, and the connection
between vertices is made with respect to vertices located
within vertical angle of the vertex to generate a cell formed of
a convex polygon.

10. The path planning method of claim 1, wherein the cell
decomposition is performed with no restriction on a decom-
posing angle and a decomposing direction.

11. The path planning method of claim 1, further compris-
ing generating a point dividing the connection line into two to
be used as a candidate node for a motion path of the mobile
body.

12. A non-transitory computer-readable recording medium
recording a program for implementing a path planning
method on a computer comprising a path finding mechanism,
said computer-readable recording medium having computer-
executable program code portions stored therein, the com-
puter-executable program code portions comprising program
code instructions for configuring the path finding mechanism
to:

receiving a configuration space comprising a start point

and a goal point of the mobile body and position infor-
mation of obstacles, at least one of the obstacles having
a plurality of vertices;

determining a search order of the obstacles located in the

configuration space;

performing cell decomposition, using a processor, by

repeatedly connecting a vertex of one of the obstacles to
a vertex of another obstacle according to the determined
search order; and

performing cell decomposition, using a processor, by mak-

ing an extended line from each of non-connected verti-
ces in a direction of dividing vertical angle of each of the
non-connected vertices into two.

13. A path planning apparatus for a mobile body, compris-
ing:

a storage configured to receive and store a configuration

space comprising a start point and a goal point of the
mobile body and position information of obstacles; and
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a processor configured to plan a search path for the mobile
body based on the configuration space stored in the
storage,

wherein the processor comprises:

a search order determination unit configured to determine
a search order of obstacles located in the configuration
space, at least one of the obstacles having a plurality of
vertices; and

a cell decomposition unit configured to perform cell
decomposition by repeatedly connecting a vertex of an
obstacle to a vertex of another obstacle in the determined
search order and by making an extended line from each
of non-connected vertices in a direction of dividing ver-
tical angle of each of the non-connected vertices into
two.

14. The path planning apparatus of claim 13,

wherein the cell decomposition unit performs cell decom-
position by connecting a vertex of a first obstacle to a
vertex of a second obstacle located nearest to the vertex
of the first obstacle if the vertex of the second obstacle is
present within vertical angle of the vertex of the first
obstacle using the position information, and

wherein for the non-connected vertices, the cell decompo-
sition unit performs cell decomposition by connecting a
vertex of a third obstacle to a vertex of a fourth obstacle
located nearest to the vertex of the third obstacle if the
vertex of the fourth obstacle is located within vertical
angle of the vertex of the third obstacle using the posi-
tion information.

15. The path planning apparatus of claim 14, wherein the
cell decomposition unit is configured to connect the vertex of
the first obstacle to a vertex of a second obstacle by searching
the vertex of the second obstacle located nearest to the vertex
of'the first obstacle using the position information, determin-
ing if the vertex of the second obstacle is located within the
vertical angle of the vertex of the first obstacle using the
position information, and selectively connecting the vertex of
the first obstacle to the vertex of the second obstacle accord-
ing to the determination result.

16. The path planning apparatus of claim 14, wherein the
cell decomposition unit is configured to connect a vertex of a
third obstacle to a vertex of a fourth obstacle among the
non-connected vertices by searching all vertices located
within vertical angle of the vertex of the third obstacle using
the position information, calculating distances between the
vertex of the third obstacle and each of the searched vertices,
and connecting the vertex of the third obstacle to a vertex of
a fourth obstacle located nearest to the vertex of the third
obstacle based on the calculated distance.

17. The path planning apparatus of claim 13, wherein the
cell decomposition unit performs cell decomposition by
dividing vertical angle of each of the non-connected vertices
into two from each of the non-connected vertices, and making
an extended line from each of the non-connected vertices to a
decomposing line, an obstacle or a boundary line of the con-
figuration space, which is located nearest to each of the non-
connected vertices in the direction of dividing the vertical
angle of each of the non-connected vertices into two, using
the position information.

18. The path planning apparatus of claim 13,

wherein the cell decomposition is performed with no
restriction on a decomposing angle and a decomposing
direction, and

wherein the vertex for cell decomposition has an acute
angle, and the connection between vertices is made with
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respect to vertices located within vertical angle of the
vertex to generate a cell formed of a convex polygon.
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